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Abstract

Thailand is among the countries that had been facing the Rohingya refugee crisis.
Thousands of Rohingya refugees fled Rakhine State, in the North of Myanmar, aiming to
seek asylum in Malaysia and Indonesia. Thailand, in consequences, has been a popular
transit route by boat and land. Moreover, human-traffickers have been involved in illicit
smuggling of Rohingyas into Thailand. Thus, Thai media pay continuous attention to the
Rohingya refugee crisis and continue to report the news about this crisis since 2015. The
objective of this study was to examine the media framing of the crisis and the
influencers of such frames, using content analysis method. Samples were purposively
selected from Thairath website between May 1-31, 2015.

The results showed that the most popular frame was the legislative frame. The
media frequently presented news about the crimes of Thai government officials in
human-trafficking of Rohingyas. News sources included police, government, columnist
and journalist. Furthermore, international pressure over the Thai government policy was
the influencer of such frame while media ideology, news sources, and situational factors
also affected the media framing.

Keywords: News frame, Online Media, Refugee, Rohingya
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